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THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST. 


Joux xvill. 37. 


To this end I was born, and for this cauſe came 1 into the world, 
that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the truth, * one that is of 
the truth heareth my woice. 


Oos Lord giveth us, in theſe words, an intereſting account 
of the nature and deſign of his miſſion. He had been impeached, 
before the tribunal of the jewiſh council, of blaſphemy : but, 
at the bar of Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, his enemies 
change their accuſation, and charge him with perverting the 
nation from their allegiance, and forbidding to give tribute 
to Cæſar. 

In reply, our Lord, to remove from the mind of the governor 
every apprehenſion of danger to the empire of Cæſar from his 
Claims, ſtates the nature of his kingdom. * Jeſus anſwered, 
e my kingdom is not of this world.” Pilate, finding that he 
did not abſolutely diſclaim the title of king, ſaid unto him : 
*« Art thou a king, then? Jeſus replies, Thou ſayeſt, that I 
% ama king; to this end was I born, and for this cauſe came I 
«« into the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs to the truth. Every 
gone that is of the truth, heareth my voice :'* thus more ex- 
preſlly aſſerting the ſpiritual nature of his kingdom, which, in 
in his preceding anſwer, he had ſaid was not of this world. 

His errand was not to ſet up an earthly banner, but to com- 
municate the moſt important information to mankind ; to en- 
lighten the word with knowledge, to cor vince the judgment by 
an appeal to reaſon, and to furniſh divine directions for the 
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conduct. To correct error and to diſſipate ignorance, to proteſt 
againſt the corruptions of true religion, and to preach a doctrine 
oppoſite to the idolatries, ſuperſtitions, and vices of the agꝰ 
was the noble office he was born to ſuſtain and called forth to 
execute. 

The juſt and exalted view, which our Lord conveyeth in the 
text, concerning the nature and deſign of his miſſion, js cor- 
reſpondent to the language uſed in other places. The Evan- 
geliſt, in this reſpect, contraſts it with that of Moſes, and points 
out its ſuperior excellence: The law came by Moſes, but grace 
« and truth by Jeſus Chriſt,” Jeſas is deſcribed as © the true 
« light.” In an expreſſive ſtyle he calls himſelf < che light of 
the world :” and, in words that carry great force in them, 
declares ; ** I am the way, the truth, and the life.” For this 
reaſon, in the book of Revelations, he is repreſented to be 
* the true and faithful witneſs.” Thoſe who approached him 
with an inſidious deſign, though with outward reverence, ac- 
coſted him, as one who appeared under the character of the 
teacher of divine truth, *«* The phariſees ſent unto him their 
«« diſciples with the Herodians, ſaying ; maſter, we know that 
© thou art true, and teacheſt the way of God in truth, neither 
« careſt thou for any man; for thou regardeſt not the perſon,of 
* man.” This was a teſtimony borne by enemies to the tenor 
of his doctrine, and to the firm, ingenuoas, intrepid manner 
in which he delivered his heavenly inſtructions, regardleſs of 
the praiſes or frowns of men, and executing with fidelity his 
commiſſion. 

Every ſermon he preached, every parable he formed upon 


— 


riſing emergencies, every action of his miniſtry afforded fo many 


teſtimonies to his character, as bearing an nniform witneſs to 
the truth. His firſt diſcourſe, on the mount, held up a view of 
the genuine ſpirit and principles of his kingdom, oppoſite to 
the expectations and notions which the jews had formed con- 
cerning jt, and repugnant to the corrupt gloſſes which they 
had put on the moſaic law, He eyer entered à bold and undiſ- 
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1 
gulſed proteſt againſt the ſuperſtitions of the age and the vice, 
of thoſe in power. Frank and open was the witneſs, which he 
bore to the truth in the ſynagogues and in the temple, in private 
circles and before the multitude. 

To that witneſs wwe, now, owe all that light and information 
on ſubjects of the moſt intereſting kind which we enjoy. It is 
the goſpel of Chriſt, that hath enlightened, the world with true 
and. divine knowledge. From him have we derived our ſublime 
principles of morality, our exalted conceptions of the Divine 
Being, our rational and juſt ſentiments of his worſhip, our no- 
tions of the extent and benignity of his providence, our conſoling 
aſſurances of his mercy and placability, our acquaintance with 
the compaſs of his'gracious deſigns for the ſalvation of mankind, 
and our clear, well-grounded hope of a reſurrection to eternal 
life, 

It is the goſpel which hath reformed the wrong judgments 
of mankind in matters of religion, and hath effectually aided 
them to detect falſe principles and to diſcard fooliſh practices: 
ſubſtituting in the room of theſe fooliſh praftices the moſt 
ſubſtantial and important duties of piety and virtue, and in 
the place of thoſe falſe principles the moſt juſt and rational 
ſentiments, iF | 

From a view of the goſpel in all its diſcoveries and injunc- 
tions, and from the conſideration of the miniſtry of Chriſt, you, 
chriſtians, have no doubt, that with the ſtricteſt propriety he 
could ſay ; ** For this end was I born, and for this cauſe came I 


„ jnto the world,“ or had a commiſſion from heaven, „that I 


«© ſhould bear witneſs unto the truth*.”” 
From 


* It may be proper to remark here, fipon the words of the text, that our 
Lord ſpeaks of the commencement of his exiſtence, as we do of that of any 
man; dating it from his birth. To this end I was born: what can this 
ſignify; bat that when this event took place, he was firſt brought into 
being? We ſhould certainly fo underſtand the words, if any other perſon 
were to ſay, © when I was torn.” The language is as plain and explicit a 
declaration as well can be, that our Lord Jeſus was one of the human race, 
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From this deſign of his miniftry he derived an excellence and 


dignity of character, which commands the reſpe& and reverence 
of alf agen. With the peculiar glory of ſuch a character did he 
ariſe and break forth upon a dark and benighted world. 

When vice and ſuperſtition were dominant through the earth; 
when even the cultivation of the ſciences and the leſſons of 
philoſophers left men in uncertainty and doubt on the moſt 
important queſtions, the nature and government of God, and 
the future deſtination of their being; when the children of men 


were ** without God and without kope in the world,“ Shen did 


he appear, diſplaying the power and charms of truth, devoting 
Himſelf to the inſtruction and illumination of the human race. 
Artiſts, philoſophers, and prophets retire and diſappear before 
him. The age required a ſupernatural illumination and called 
for uncommon virtues, to withſtand its corruptions and errors. 
The doctrine of Chrift imparted this illumination: his conduet 


diſplayed theſe" virtues. | 

From this view of the character of Chriſt and of the deſign of 
his miſſion, a view ſo honourable and glorious to his name, 'we 
learn the great importance of religious truth we are inſtructed 


and did not belong to any other claſs of beings. He adds indeed, & for this 
* cauſe ca ne I into the world; which has been underitood by ſome to 
mean his coming © from another,“ a prior © and a much better abode*.” 
Th this ſenſe, on the ſuppoſition of Chriſt's pre-exiſtence, the clauſe would 
he only a repetition of the former declaration in different words, and an 
uſeles tautology. Though the phraſe may ſometimes, as John i. 9. be 
fynonymous to © being born; “ yet when applied, throughout the New Teſta- 
ment, to thoſe who ſupported the character of prophets or meſſengers of God's 
will, ir muſt be explained to ſignify not the beginning of their exiſtence, but 
of their divine commiſſion 2: and is of the ſame import with the phraſe, 

being ſent into the world.“ So we read, John vi. 14. Then theſe men, 
when they had ſeen the miracles which Jefus . faid; this is of a truth 
«that prophet which ſhould come into the world:“ i. e. who was to have 
an eſpecial divine commiſſion; the Chriſt, See Commentarics and Eſſays, 


vol. I. p. 391, 397+ 
go the words are paraphraſed by Dr. Doddsia e. 
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that it is our duty, as his diſeiples, to ſeek the truth and to 
bear our witneſs to it—and we are enchuraged and animated to 
maintain our attachment to it under all hazards. Theſe are 
the refle&ions ſuggeſted by what hath been offered on Chriſt's 
declaration in the text, and to the conſideration of them let our 
ſerious attention be directed. 

Firſt, the great importance of religious truth, or of juſt ſen- 
timents in religion is, here, an obvious reflection. All truth 
is pleaſing and uſeful. The diſcovery of it affects the mind 
with delight. And it is the guide of conduct. What Plato, 
ſaith a ſenſible writer, obſerves of virtze may with equal 
«« juſtneſs be applied to truth; that could ſhe be made viſible 
** to mortal ſight, ſhe would excite an inexpreſſible love and 
% admiration of her*.”” 

In the fcriptures, where truth generally means ſuch right 
principles as relate to religion, the greateſl -offefts are aſeribed 
to it. By the word of truth“ God is faid to“ beget us to 
be a kind of firſt-fruits of his creatures: and through the 
ee belief of the truth*” do we obtain that eternal ſalvation, 
which is the great object of the merciful purpoſes of heaven 
towards us. 

Our Lord Chriſt Jeſus, in particular, had high ideas of its 
exterifive and beneficial influence; as the grand inſtrument of 
ſanRikication and the powerful means of emancipatin g the human 
mind from the-defpotiſm of prejudice and vice. 'Exhorting his 
hearers to continue in his word, he holds up this inducement, 
Ve ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall make you free: 
and offering up his laſt prayer for his diſciples, he prays his 
father; Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.” 
Nay, his views and labours were directed and governed by 
a conviction of the valuable tendency of truth. For their 
*« ſakes,” he adds, I ſanctify myſelf, that they alſo might be 
* ſanRified through the truth.“ 

* Joſeph Nicol Scott's Sermons at the French 3 Norwich, 
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It is by enlightening the minds of men with juſt notions, that 
the gofpel ſaves them. It is by infru&ing them in the prin- 
ciples of ſound knowledge, that it leads them to virtue and 
glory. It is true, and it is the honour of the goſpel, that its 
deſign and influence do not terminate with right ſpeculations: 
It is a merciful remedy for our fallen ſtate; and it is a practical 
ſcheme. . But it ſhows the importance of juſt ſentiments, that 
the goſpel affects theſe beneficial and ſaving purpoſes by the 
information it communicates concerning the nature and counſels 
of God, and the duty and expectations of mankind. 

But the conſideration to which the text points, goeth further 
While the words ſtrongly expreſs the determined mind, with 
which the holy Jeſus ſought to advance the reception and ſpread 
of divine truth in the world, they teach us to look upon hit as 
the great end, the principal object, which by the providence 
of God his birth and miſſion were deſtined to promote. For 
this end was I born, and for this cauſe came I into the 
« world, that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the truth.” Chriſt 
was raiſed up to teach and diſſeminate truth, 

The extraordinary character he ſupported, the active den 
of his miniſtry, the miracles which he wrought, the wonders 
that accompanied his preaching, the ſufferings of his croſs, his 
glorious reſurrection from the dead, and the power and authority 
he hath received to rule and govern the human race by his laws 
and precepts, all the various parts of his undertaking have for 
their final tendency the advancement of divine knowledge. 
Every circumſtance attending the publication of his goſpel, 
every circumſtance reflecting honour on his name ſerves to 
heighten our conceptions of the excellence and importance of 
that ſacred truth, of which he was the great miniſter. 

What, indeed, hath been the ſubje& of revelation in any age 
of the world, but divine truth? What was the deſign, what 
the purport of any communications made to the patriarchs, but 
the communication of right ſentiment in religion? Why ,was 


Abraham called? Why, by a ſeries of wonderful providences, 
were 


vv + Sz. EE of 


, 
C 


PS 


were his poſterity led into Egypt, and afterwards ſettled in 
Canaan? Why was Moſes inveſted with the powers of legiſ- 
lation, Aaron with the office of an high-prieſt, and Joſhua with 
the authority of a leader, but to impart and preſerve the know- 
ledge of the true religion? Why, through the ſucceſſive periods 
of the jewiſh church, did prophets follow prophets, but to give 
them laws of truth ; till, in the fulneſs of time, appeared Chriſt 
Jeſus, diſplaying the glory of the well-beloyed of the Father, 
full of grace and truth, to bear his witneſs to it, and to die 
ſealing it with his blood. 

The counſels of eternity, the revolutions of empires and the 
fates of the Iſrealites were only preparatory to the appearance and 
miſſion of that great meſſenger, who was born and ſent to give 
more full, perfect and elevated views of divine truth. Theſe 
conſiderations, if any thing can, muſt leave with us a deep con- 
viction of the value and importance of juſt ſentiments. Aſter 
purſuing theſe reflections can it be, any longer a maxim with us, 
that ſpeculative errors are of little moment? Of little moment 
can they be, when to corce& and reform them Moſes legiſlated, the 
prophets preached and Jeſus Chriſt lived and died? That religious 
truth, to which the Saviour of mankind bore his living and dying 
teſtimony, muſt deſerve the ſacred attention of all to whom ĩt hath 
been communicated. Our zeal for it ſhould riyal his. This 


leads me to obſerve, 


Secondly, That it is our duty as the diſciples of Chriſt, to . ſeek 
« the truth and bear witneſs to it. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice.” In this inſtance our ſubject riſeth in 
weight, and cometh home to every heart. We call Chriſt, Lord, 
and juſtly is he entitled to our reverential regards. But what is 
the uſe of theſe regards? What is the value of the reverence 
we profeſs for his name, if his maxims do not govern us; if his 
example doth not form our conduct? In many inſtance, we can 
not imitate him. We can not, as he did, by his extradionary 
powers of healing, ſcatter diſeaſe, and impart health and ſound- 
nels, We can not, as he did, calm the ſtorming ſea with a word. 
* We 


j 

4 
| 

1 


3 


1 4 


Wo can not penetrate into the ſecret counſels of God, like him; 
who was in the boſom of the Father“, or made acquainte 
with his will and deſigus. But thoſe counſels which he revealed, 
that truth which he received from his Father and taught mankind, 
we may, we ſhould hold in high eſteem, avow with humble bold- 
neſs and maintain with firmneſs and vigour. In his devotion, in - 
his humility, in his benevolence we may imitate our divine 
Maſter, and fo allo in his zeal for truth. 

In this Chriſt Jeſus diſplayed the excellence of his moral as 
well as executed the commiſſion of his prophetic character. In 
bearing witneſs to thoſe doctrines of truth, which he was ſent 
to preach, did he not glorify his Father, and render the moſt 


eſſential ſervice to mankind? In ſupporting the character of 


« the true and faithful witneſs, did he not diſcover his ardent 
regard to human virtue and happineſs, his integrity of conduct 
and fortitude of ſpirit? Do not theſe parts of his pattern inſtru, 
admoniſh and animate, as well as the other excellencies that en- 
tered into it? He nobly led the way in the cauſe of divine 
truth, giving it all the ſupport it could derive from the fidelity 
of his preaching and his ſtedfaſt adherence to it unto death? At 
the expence of his eaſe, his intereſt, his life he diſſeminated juſt 
principles of religion. Withdrawing from our world he left the 
ſacred cauſe with us. 

Weare to maintain, profeſs and guard the divine principles of 
truth. The noble confeſſion he made before Pilate is our model 
and incentive. If the truth be loſt, if it be corrupted, it muſt be 


* The phraſe, in the boſom of the Father,“ is evidently figurative, or 
ſpoken after the manner of men. It alluded to the cuſtom of the age, when 
they uſed the reclining poſture at their entertainments, reſting upon the 
left elbow, and two or three lying on the ſame couch; ſo that the head of . 
the ſecond leaned on the boſom of the firſt in order. This place was reck- 
oned a fituation, which marked the eſtimation and intimacy the former en- 
Joyed with the latter. And the phraſe * to be in one's boſom®” came to 
denote an entire and tender affection, a communication of counſels and 
deſigns. It is transferred into our language, with a little variation, con- 


veying the ſame ideas under the term, boſom- friend. a 
owing 


1 


. , owing to the remiſſneſs or the defign of thoſe to whom it hath 


been imparted. How unworthily do they act! How contrary 
to the principles and maxims by which Chriſt was governed. 
How repugnant are their ſpirit and conduct, to the ſpirit he 
diſplayed and the conduct he purſued ! What blame and guilt 
lie upon our heads ! 

Religious truth may have no charms for the avaricious and the 
ſenſual : it may carry no weight with the gay and giddy, who 
never think at all. But the ob/igations, under which all to whom 
it hath been made known, lie to profeſs and ſupport it, can not 
be annulled : and can not be neglected without leaving them 
criminal. For the excellence of truth, the authority of Chriſt 
and the force of his example, with united voice, call upon us to 
watch the ſacred depoſit, to“ fight the good fight of faith,” to 
ſtand faſt in thoſe juſt ſentiments with which we have been en- 
lightened, and to“ keep the commandment without ſpot, un- 
* rebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chrift.” 

On theſe principles it is evidently one end for which ve were 
born, one cauſe for which we were, by the divine providence, 
brought acquainted with Jeſus Chriſt and his heavenly principles 
of knowledge, that «ve ©* ſhould bear witneſs to the truth. It 
is our wiſdom and our duty, in this view, to be Chriſtians on a 
conviion of the divinity of the goſpel, and with an underfanding 
«well infortied of its principles: without this our teſtimony to it 
can not be a rational, or a judicious act. 

It is a powerful inducement to do juſtice to God's truth, that 
we ſhall thus render a ſervice to the world fimilar to what Chrift 
Jeſus rendered to it. ** A juſt repreſentation of the doctrine of 
«« Chriſt would cut down all ſpiritual tyranny, put an end to all 
*© fierce contentions, diſpel the groveling, debaſing ſentiments 
*« of ſuperſtition, introduce univerfal harmony and love, and 


«« greatly promote true piety and ſubſtantial virtue“. 
For 


„„The Sovereignty of the Divine Adminiſtration vindicated,” by Mr. 
Thomas Dixon of Bolton; Preface p. 7. This was written by Mr. John 
C Seddon, 
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For religious truth poſſeſſeth a We energy to form a oral 
character, to meliorate the human race in this world, and to 
train up the individuals who yield to its power for eternal per- 
fection and happineſs. 

It is a further inducement to engage you herein to follow Chriſt, 
* the way and the truth, that by engaging in the like holy and 
divine attachment with him, your character, as his, will be im- 
proved and perſected by the upright, courageous and zealous 
attention you give to the cauſe of religious truth. 

It will call forth “ not one or two, but many virtues. It re- 
** quires, in the firft place, a principle of iuegrity and imparti- 
, ality; it calls for much ſelf-denial and humility ; it obliges us to 
*© ſubdue and keep under our on prejudices and infirmities ; and 
** to practiſe much lenity and forbearance towards thoſe of others. 
„ Why ſhould I overlook that generous diſregard of human 
„authority? Or, as generous a contempt of worldly-repoſe and 
** reputation ? Not to ſay worldly advantage and preferment ? 
Things which we find too often engaged on the fide of error; and, 
* deeds whoſoever employs himſelf to a cloſe and ſerious ſearch 
« after truth,” and profeſſes it with ſincerity and openneſs, ©* muſt 
s ſetaſideall worldly conſiderations of whatever kind: as knowing 
ho ſtrong a bias theſe things may give to his will, and (through 
chat) to his judgment. Above all muſt”? the witneſs of the truth 
s act under a firm belief and veneration of the Gop of TAUTH; 
««. preferring his fingle approbation to that of the whole world ; 
and crowning his own pious endeavours with moſt ardent 
«« prayers for his direction and aſſiſtancev. I obſerve, 

Thirdly, that our attachment to the cauſe of truth muſt ſhe w 
itſelf at all hazards. Our Lord, ſending, forth his apoſtles on 


Seddon, of Mancheſter, This excellent man ſoihe' ſhort time before his 
death, which happened between 20 and go years ago, delivered from the 
pulpit ſeveral diſcourſes on © the Scriptural Idea of Chriſt,” which excited 
much notice. At laſt, according to the author's intention, they are printed, 
and will be ſoon publiſhed; in a cheap ſorm, with a ſet of uſeful and 'awa- 
. Juving ſermons on ** SelF&-daception.”? 


* Joſeph Nicol Scott's Sermons, v. i. p. 9, 19. 8. 
i ; their 


. 
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thear divine errand, grveth them this admonition : ©* Be ye wiſe 
as ſerpents ; but as harmleſs as doves;” But though pru- 
dence ſhould be combined with integrity apd zeal, caution is 
required, that it doth not degenerate into timidity : and that, to 
avoid probable evil, preſent duty be not neglected. 

Truth hath been, in moſt ages and moſt countries, unpopular: 
and the open profeſſion of it, frequently, dangerous. The 
fearleſs advocate for it hath the errors, the prejudices and the 
vices of mankind againſt him. The firſt preachers of chriftanny 
were condemned, as men who ** turned the world upſide down.” 
Paul was charged with hereſy. Jeſus Chriſt was regarded as an 
innovator, and repreſented as one who intended to deſtroy the 
law and the prophets. He foreſaw the occafion which his reli- 
gion would give to animoſities, hatred, and perſecutions : and 
in the proſpect of the evils which would ariſe from the promul- 
gation of the goſpel, he ſaid ; I came not to ſend peace on 
*© the earth, but a ſword.” 

The evils to which the pure profeſſion of the truth would 
expoſe his followers, fell firſt on himſelf. The uniform, intrepid 
witneſs he bore to the truth drew on him a ſeries of painful 
ſufferings. Vet, in the proſpe& of an approaching death, in 
the very moment of diſtreſs he maintained his attachment to 
the cauſe which he was ſent into the world to advance. At the 
tribunal of his judge, in the preſence of his enemies, proſecuting 
their indignant deſigns againſt him, at the evident riſk of his 
life, he openly and firmly avows the end of his miſſion: for 
«# this end was I born, for this cauſe came I into the world, 
© that I ſhould bear witneſs to the truth.“ 

From his example we learn, that the love of truth muſt not only 


_ dwell in the breaſt, but be paramount to every other conſideratias. 


Lo that eaſe, fortune, reputation, and even life itſelf, muſt be 
ſacrificed. With what force doth this argument apply to thoſe 
timid, cautious Chriſtians, who are afraid of diſcuſſion, leaſt it 
ſhould diſturb the peace of the world; who are averſe to the 
publication of unpopular opinions, leſt they ſhould ynhinge the 
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minds of the weak, and excite the reſentment of the pre- 
judiced. 

If ſuch apprehenſions are to weigh for the ſuppreſſion of truth, 
the world muſt ever remain in ignorance and error. If they 
had weighed with our Luthers, our Calvins and our Socinuſes, 
the reformation from popery had not taken place; ſpiritual 


tyranny had to this day enſlaved men, and the night of darkneſs 


had ſtill prevailed, If ſuch apprehenſions had weighed in the 
judgment of Jeſus, or in the counſels of heaven, chriſtianity 
had never renovated the world: but ſuperſtition and idolatry 
had to this day covered the earth. Not conſequences ſhould 
govern us; but the cb/igation of duty. The diſcharge of duty 
may be attended with temporary and local evils : but the benefits 


ariſing from it will be, in the end, extenſive and permanent. 


Things being ſo, may we not jaſtly lament the lukewarmneſs 
and indifference of thoſe, who are not only unwilling to forego 
any advantages for the ſake of truth, but will not be at any 
pains to diſcover it; though when it is found, the profeſſion of 
it will coſt them almoſt nothing. Speculative opinions are held 
in little, or no eſtimation. The preacher, if he attempt to 
diſcuſs any diſputed doctrine, is heard with liſtleſſneſs, if not 
diſguſt. The treatiſe that would aſſiſt us to form and to ſettle 
our religious notions, becauſe it bears on it the face of contro- 
verſy, is thrown by with an angry negle&t. The ſacred ſcriptures 
themſelves, it may be feared, are not carefully ſtudied as the 
rule of truth and to adjuſt by them men's ideas on the doctrines 
they contain. So indifferent are many to the rectitude of their 
religious profeſſion and the juſtneſs of their ſentiments, they 
feel no reluctance habitually to join in worſhip conducted upon 
a plan, which in their own opinion. is exceptionable, nay er- 
roneous and unſcriptural. 

Far be it from me to defend the bitterneſs and rancour, with 
which religious controverſy hath been generally conducted: but 
I muſt be an advocate for a candid and free diſcuſſion, as the 


only way © of optoſing error and of attaining juſt and rational 
knowledge. 
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knowledge. Far be it from me to ſet ſpeculation in oppoſition 
to practice: but its importance both in itſelf, and as the baſis 
of practice ſhould be ſtrongly urged. Nay, it is as really a duty 
to know and to gain an acquaintance with the mind and will 
of God, as when it is known, to 4% it. 

«« The performance of one duty will be no atonement for the 
violation of another. No religious ſervices can be acceptable 
„ to God, which are not the ſpontaneous fruits of a rational 
*© conviction. And how abſurd is it to pronounce any truth 
% whatſoever to be unimportant, eſpecially, when we cannot 
*« diſcern its various dependencies, or foreſee the great con- 
* ſequences, which may follow from it. But it is highly cul- 
s pable to affirm, that the truths of the geſpel are infignificant 
* to chriſtians, No: they are all related in ſoms reſpe to a 
«« yirtuous and honourable condud“.“ | 

Should any, impreſſed with the force of theſe conſiderations, 
aſk, by what means ſhall we bear our witneſs to the truth ? 
The reply is not difficult. Firſt, endeavour to know the truth. 
Give full ſcope to an inquiſitive mind. Start not back with 
dread from the propoſal of ſentiments, that may militate againſt 
former notions, or popular doctrines. Receive what is offered 
with meekneſs. Hear with calmneſs. Study the argument: 
examine the ſcriptures ;. and candidly follow conviction, as by 
ſerious and fair diſcuſſion, it is produced in the mind. Having 
found the truth, openty avow it, and with firmneſs profeſs it. 
To be aſhamed of it is cowardly ; to conceal it is hypocritical. 
The conſcientious acknowledgment of it is our teſtimony to 
its excellence : and will awaken the attention of others to it. 
Having ourſelves felt its power and worth, can we be indifferent 
and unconcerned about its reception in the world, that it may 
enlighten and rejoice others ? 

Let free-enquiry be encouraged. Let every opportunity of 
communicating inſtrution be improved. Let every means of 
diffuſing knowledge be adopted: and every ſcheme, that hath 


Wakefield's Enquiry into the Opinions of the Chriſtian Writers. The 
Addreſs, p. 30, 31. 
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for its object the leading men into juſt views of the truth of | 


God, be countenanced. 


On theſe grounds is formed that aſſociation of chriſtians, 
whom I have, now, the honour of addreſſing. Our views and 
principles have been already ſtated from the preſs : ſo that 
there is leſs reaſon for a full explanation of them in this place. 

We are very ſenſible, that many of our fellow-chriſtians, 
whoſe characters we reſpect and to whoſe friendſhip we are by 
no means indifferent, cannot ſanction our ſentiments with their 
approbation. Bat even to their candour, to their love of truth 
we are willing to refer the propriety of the ſteps we. take to 
adyance the knowledge and ſpread of thoſe opinions, which tg 


us appear to be divinely true, 


The avowal of our religious tenets, we aſſure ourſelves, will, 
ſo far from incurring their cenſure, ſecure their applauſe; as a 
commendable inſtance of fair, ſincere and ingenuous conduct. 
Neither can they juſtly be diſpleaſed with us, that by forming 
ourſelyes into a ſociety, we aim to give a notoriety and weight 
to the declaration of our ſentiments, which the teſtimony of 
ſingle and detached individuals can not carry with it: or that 
we thus aſſiſt each others* efforts and animate each others” zeal, 
in the cauſe which lieth near to our hearts. In this we only 
exerciſe an undoubted right, and follow the dictates of duty and 
of our ſocial nature. 

Though the views of the chriſtian religion which we embrace 
on conviction and earneſtly wiſh to propogate, appear to many 
of our chriſtian brethren erroneous, and repugnant to ſome 
notions which they have ever regarded as not only true, but 
moſt eſſentially important: yet on what ſolid reaſon can they 
cenſure our meaſures, or fear their operation? Our deſign 
is to promote enquiry and diſcuſſion. Our wiſh and aim is 
to obtain, for our ſentiments, a candid examination and fair 


hearing“ 
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* I would ſubjoin here, as very pertinent, a paſſage from an exc- llent 


ſermon of Dr, Lowth, the late biſhop of London, ** Let no one,” ſays his 
lordſhip 
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The idea we have of the divine unity hath been, according fo 
our judgment, ** a long loſt truth:“ and the opinions we avow 
have, for ages, laboured under every diſcouragement from ig- 
norance, prejudice and authority. Of late years they have, 
indeed, been brought out to view ; fully and clearly ſtated, and 
very ably argued But ſtill the acquaintance that men have 
with them is confined and partial. As the ſpirit of attention is 
awakened, we feel it a duty to encourage and ſpread it. 

With this view are we induced to make an open and united 
avowal of our belief, and to diſtribute books, that may diſ- 
ſeminate the knowledge of it, and of the reaſons on which it is 
founded. We feel the force of that example, which many liberal- 
minded chriſtians, in the metropolis, have ſat us: and we pro- 
miſe ourſelves, that the force of it, to which we have yielded, 
will a& with energy through other remote parts of the kingdom. 

The candid exhibition of the reaſons of our faith ought not 
to offend, or alarm any. If our reaſons be not juſt and con- 
cluſive, though a few may, for a time, be led away by them, 
the ** counſel muſt finally come to nought :” ard that truth, 
which we are conſidered as oppoſing, mult in the end prevail; 
and, through the examination which our meeſures are intended 
to promote and aſſiſt, will ſtand upon a firmer baſis, and ſhine 
forth with clearer evidence. So that we ſhall, eventually, 


lordſhip, * lightly entertain ſuſpicions of any ſerious propoſal for the ad- 
** yvancenient of religivus knowledge; nor, ouf of unreaſonable prejudice, 
* endeavour to obſtruct any enquiry, that profeſſts to aim at rhe further 
* illuſtration of the great ſcheme of the goſpel in general, or the removal 
** of error in any part, in faith, in doQrine, in practice, or in worſhip. An 
opinion is not therefore falſe, becauſe it contradifts received notions : 
but, whether true or falſe, let it be ſubmitted. to a fair examination; 
truth mult in the end be a gainer by it, and appear with the greater evi- 
* dence, Where freedom of enquiry is maintained and exerciſed under 
* the divine direction of the ſincere word of God, falſchood may perhaps 
© triumph for a day; but to-morrow truth will certainly prevail, and every 
* ſucceeding day will confirm her ſuperiority.” Lowth's Viſitation Sermon 
at Durham, July 27, 1758, £d, edit. p. 22, 23. 

render 
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render the moſt important ſervice to the cauſe againſt which we 

may appear to direct our attempts. In the iſſue 1x urH muſt 
prevail. And, I truſt, that there is not one of us, but will 
rejoice in the prevalence of Tx urn, whether it ſhould, finally, 
be found with ourſelves, or others, 

All we want at preſent, I would repeat -it, is to have ar 
bearing : which bath been, in a manner denied to the principles 
we eſpouſe ; while, by cenſures and an odium caſt on them and 
by penal laws, every thing hath been done to ſuppreſs them. 
Books on the other fide abound ; are in all hands and in daily 
reading, 'They have prepoſſeſſed the minds of many with pre- 

judices againſt our views of the chriſtian religion: they are 
peruſed with unſuſpeRing confidence in the truth of the repre- 
ſentations they give of chriſtianity : and thus inſtead of promoting 
enquiry, they fofter credulity, The general current of religious 
reading is in fact againſt what we conceive to be the true 
knowledge of the unity of God, and the ſcriptural idea of the | 


character of his Chriſt. 
There are, it is allowed, a great variety and number of tracts 


favourable to theſe ſentiments : but the circulation of them is 
by no means general and extenſive. They are not popular; 
and many, by their ſituation in life, are precluded an acceſs to 
them. It is therefore, in our opinion, an object of great im- 
portance, by the diſtribution of ſuch books, to promote the 
reading of them, and to diſſeminate what appear to us the pu- 
reſt views of the doctrine of revelation, We wiſh to inform and 
enlighten men. On thoſe ſubjects, in_which God himſelf hath 
condeſcended; by revelation, to inſtruct us, and with reſpect 
to which Jeſus Chriſt hath riſen up the light of the world, doth | 
piety, doth benevolence, doth the love of ſacred truth, prompt 
our wiſhes and animate our endeavours to inform and enlighten 
men. | 

Let it be alſo, obſerved, that the deſign of the ſociety into 
which we have entered, isnot merely to give others juſt and accurate 


notions on ſome ſpeculative points of controverſy, but to convey 
r practicui 
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Practical ſentiments into their hearts. The better inſtructed mea 
are; the better, more virtuous and worthy characters will they 
become. We are perſuaded, that there is a cloſe connection be- 
tween a ſound judgment and a good life. The knowledge we 
diſſeminate is religious knowledge; the knowledge of God and 
of his will. The Unitarian Creed doth not undermine the 
authority of Chriſt : but placeth it on a juſt and ſolid baſis, his 
miſſion from God. Its leading principle impreſſeth the heart 
with a conviction of the SUPREMACY of the one Gop and 
FaTHER or ALL, as.a SUPREMACY in Wispou and BENE 
VOLENCE as well as in Powzx. | 

The pureſt views, of chriſtianity, we are convinced, muſt be 
favourable to chriſtian practice: for they will cut off the falſe 
hopes of men, and detach them from ſuperſtitious practices, 
which have been always the ſub{litutes for real goodneſs and vir- 
tue. When genuine chriſtianity can work with its own full 
and native force upon the mind, can 1t be otherwiſe than ex- 
pected that it will work moſt effetually? We appeal to the 
judgment of our brethren, who may differ from us, whether we 
can poſſibly call the thoughts of men to the ſubjects of divine 
knowledge and truth, without at the ſame time direQing their 
attention to the moſt important, practical principles: whether, 
if we can poſſeſs any with the love of God's truth, we ſhall not 
at the ſame time, infuſe into them the love of virtue? 

But, independently of our endeavours to diſſeminate juſt views 
'of the chriſtian religion, it will be a great object of this ſociety 
to diſtribute books, that are merely dewotional and practical: 
only clear of theſe notions which, in our opinion, ſully the 
glory, corrupt the doctrines and enervate the influence of the 
goſpel*, In the ſelection we ſhall make of pieces for diltri- 


ft is the remark of an excellent writer, to whom the lovers of ſacred 
literature owe the tribute of reſpect and gratitude, that“ chriſtianity can 
© never have its free courſe amongſt rational creatures in general, while 
« orols miſrepreſentations of it are ſubſtituted in the place of th ſimple 
„ and perfect original.” Biſh p Newton's Obſervations on the Conduct 

and Miniſtry of Chriſt; Preface p. g. 
D bution, 
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dution, great regard will be paid to the tendency and fitneſs of 
them to animate devotion, enlarge benevolence, and ſtrengthen 
every ſentiment of virtue in the mind. 

In this reſpe& the deſign of our aſſociation is highly uſeful : 
a deſign, which muſt be dear to every one who wiſhes well to 
the cauſe of righteouſneſs. We cannot reflect upon our deſign, 
in any view of it, without the approbation of our own minds. 
And, though we are not ſo ſanguine as to promiſe ourſelves, 
that it will, in every inſtance, be ſucceſsful, we can not but 
devoutly rejoice in the proſpect of its uſefulneſs, 

Let meaſures that have in view this end, the diſcovery and 
Spread of divine truth, be purſued ; good will be done. Religion 
and virtue will be promoted. A ſpirit of candour and liberality 
will keep pace with a ſpirit of enquiry. And' a more happy, 
an improving ſtate of things, with reſpect to knowledge, liberty 
and truth, 'will be brought on. To our own minds, on the 
retroſpect of human life and of all the ſcenes that have raiſed 
our paſſions and intereſted our hearts, it will afford the beſt 
ground of ſolid comfort; that we have borne our witneſs to 
God's truth, and done our beſt to leave mankind the wiſer for 
our having lived amongſt them. Nothing is trivial, nothing is 
unimportant, that tends to this end: and be it ever remembered, 
moſt important, moſt conducive to this end is that divine truth, 
to which you are called to bear witneſs. 

To conclude, high is the dignity of TxuTH ; and ineftimable 
its value. It enlightens the world. It ſubdues prejudices. It 
conquers vice. It emancipates the human'mind. It breaks the 
chains of deſpotiſm and eſtabliſhes liberty. It opens the ſprings 
of conſolation and advanceth human happineſs, ** Taurn 
<< elevates and ſtrengthens the mind. It is this, which forms 
men to the love and practice of virtue, which f peaks comfort 
*f to the heart under the ſorrows of life, which baniſheth the fear 
© of death, and which exalts man to 1M MORTAL FELICITY®,” 


* See Mr. Belſham's ſermon on the Importance of Truth,“ p. 36. To 
which admirable diſcourſe the reader is referred for a rich variety and com- 


paſsufſentiments on this point, deliveredwith peculiat animation and pathos, 
APPENDIX. 
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Dur. xxxi. 22, 23. 


Moſes therefore wrote this ſong the ſame day, and taught it the 
children of Iſrael. And be gave Foſhua, the ſon of Nun, a charge, 
and ſaid, Be firong and of a good courage: for thou ſhalt bring 

_ the children of Iſrael into the land which I bare unto them : 
and I will be with thee, 


In a ſermon lately publiſhed®, to illuſtrate and aſcertain the 
meaning of Chriſt's promiſe, Matt. xviii. 20. I quoted the above 
paſſage. It was obſerved, that Moſes here delivering his laſt, 
dying exhortation engages to be with Joſhua, his ſucceſſor : 
not that he himſelf, after his death could be perſonally preſent 
with the future leader of the Iſraelites; but that the ſame 
divine power which had ſupported and ſanctioned his miniſtry, 
would bear witneſs to that of Joſhua. As ſome reſpeQed friends 
have expreſſed themſelves much diſſatisfied with the turn given 
to the paſſage, I would embrace this opportunity to juſtify my 
explanation of it. 

Their, opinion is, that the pronoun, he, does not apply to 
Moſes, as its antecedent, but to the Lox d, or Jehovah, v. 16. 
and that the 22d verſe ſhould be thrown into a parentheſis, 
For the words are not compatible, they urge, with the character 
of Moſes ; and v. 14. he was directed to call Joſhua, that the 
Lord might give him a charge. Biſhop Patrick and Mr. Orton 
have been quoted to me, as agreeing with them in the inter- 
pretation of the paſſage. Our tranſlation has, probably, led 
them to refer the pronoun he, to a ſo remote antecedent ; for 
occurring here, and not in the preceding clauſe, after the 


# Preached at the Opening of Bridwell Chapel, near Uffculme. 
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conjunctive particle, it appears to carry an emphaſis with it: 
but this is not the caſe in the original, where the verb in each 
clauſe has equally the prefix of the third perſon, though our ver- 
fion has preſerved it in the latter but not the former ; when it 
would have been more accurate to have omitted or to have pre- 
ſerved it in each. The ge. parentheſis, to detach the 22d 
from the 23d verſe, is evidently arbitrary: and it is done to 
avoid the force of the ſixit, grammatical conſtruction of the 
pallage, which connects by the intervening conjunctions all the 
three ſentences with Moſes, as the nominative caſe to each.— 
This conſtruction is in analogy with the whole chapter; through- 
out which the agent or ſpeaker is not changed without an ex- 
preſs declaration of it: ſee verſes, 7, 14, 16, 22. This analogy 
requires, that had the charge toJoſhua been delivered immediately 
by the Lord, it ſhould have been explicitly notified ; when the. 
ſubject to the two preceding verbs was Moſes. 

The LXX underſtood all the verbs as predicated of him: but 
«* fearing” obſerves Mr. Lindſey “ leſt the prophetic, dialect 
** ſhould be miſtaken by foreigners, have rendered the con- 
e cluding part nv @fovty aulou Kupiog* xa avrC©> tra pra os. 
7 j. e. The Loxp ſwore unto them and he ſhall be with thee.” 

But this was a ſuperfluous caution, and with the difficulty my 
friends feel on the head, proceeds from not allbwing for the na- 
ture of the prophetic diale& or ſcripture idiom.“ For,” as the 
above valuable writer remarks*, it is not unuſual with the 
«« prophets to drop their own perſon, and * aſſume that of the 
Supreme Being whom they repreſent, without any notice 
« given of the change.” There ate various inſtances of this 
in the ſpeeches of Moſes. Thus Deut. xi. 13, 14, 15, he fays 
of himſelf. ** And it ſhall come to paſs, if you ſhall hearken 
« diligently unto my commandments, which I command you 
« this day, to love the Lord your God, that I «vill give yeu 
F* tbe rain of your land in his due ſealon—[ will ſend gra/ſs in 
f* thy fields.” In ſtronger language chap. xxix. 5,6. ** I have 


# Lindſey's Two Diſſertions, p.77, 78, and Sequel to the Apology, p. 371. 


« led 
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led you forty years in the wilderneſs : your clothes are not 


% waxed old upon you, and thy ſhoe is not waxen old upon thy 


„foot. Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drank ſtrong 


% drink; that he might know, that J am the Lord your G 


And in a ſtriò correſpondence with the ftrain of the verſe under 


our conſideration, we afterwards find Caleb repreſenting Moſes 


as having ſworn to give the land of Canaan. Joſhua xiv. 9. 
Theſe paſſages are ſufficient to remove the reluftance ſome 


may feel to admit, that Moſes, is, in the paſſage before us, 


the perſon who promiſes to be with Joſhua : though not in 51, 
own name, but as the voice or mouth of God: or, as Mr. Samuel 
Clarke, a judicious commentator of the laſt century, gloſſes the 
words, ** repeating to Joſhua yhat God had ſpoken.” This au- 
thor felt no difficulty in allowing, that Moſes was the ſpeaker 
here. For, in his Analytical ſurvey of the Bible, he obſerves 


that the command to write & ſong as a witneſs againſt the 


Iſraelites is amplified by (1.) Moſes? execution of this command, 


v. 22. (z.) His charge to Joſhua, v. 23. 

If, after all, theſe elucidations ſhould be unlatisfactory, the 
explanation of Chriſt's words in Matt. xviii. 20. is no further 
affected by it, that one proof Of it fails. It remains ſupported 
by the other remarks that were offered to eſtabliſhit, particularly 
by the reference to John, xiv. 18. compared with the 16th verſe. 
I will here add, in favour of it, another inſtance of our Lord's 
ſpeaking in the character of his Father, without giving expreſs 
notice of it. Matt, xxiii. 34. Wherefore behold, I ſend 
% unto you prophets and wiſe men and ſeribes: which Luke. 
interprets as ſpoken in the name of God chap. xi. 49. 
Therefore alſo /aid the wiſdom of God, I will ſend prophets 
and apoſtles.” 
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g. Sermons, principally, atldte ſſed to Youth; a ſecond Edition: to which are 
added Two Sermons never before publiſhed, and ſome Forms of Prayer. 
35. 64. | 


4. A Review of the Life, Character, and Writings of the Rev. John 
Biddle, A. M. 28. 


6. Diſſertations on the internal Evidences and Excellences of Chriſtianity 
and on the Character of Chriſt compared with that of ſome other cele- 
brated Founders of Religion or Philoſophy; with Strictures on Dr. 
Horſley's and Mr. White's Treatment of Unitarians. 48. boards. 


6. Tue HISTORY orf the TOWN of TAUNTON, in the County of 
Somerſet 3 embelliſhed with Plates, 4t0. 75. 6d. boards. 
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A New Etion of NEAL) HISTORY of the PURITANS, Vol. 1. 8yo, 
With Memoirs of the Author. 


6 It is the Deſign of the Editor, in a diſtin Work, to bring down the 
Hiſtory of Proteſtant Diſſenters from the Revolution to the preſent Time. 


